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We view her troubles with composure, but might bear in mind that illicit arms are only kept out of Egypt by stringent preventive measures at considerable cost, and trickle through Abyssinia into the Soudan by a thousand elusive channels that cannot be closed.
Our Somaliland troubles are the direct outcome of this traffic, which has spread all over Africa. Its principal distributing centres on the Red Sea littoral are' Jibouti, in French Somaliland (where large commercial interests are involved), and Massowa, in the Italian colony of Erythrea, whence arms were freely shipped to rebellious Asir during the Turco-Italian war.
There is no ethical side to this question, but it is a curious fact that the very nations that are trying to .control half-conquered and warlike races with comparatively few organized troops, and whose rule is therefore jeopardized by the gun trade, should yet hesitate to check it and even use it as a covert weapon against an adversary.
I hold no brief for civilization, which may as well die out if it cannot justify its existence, but it seems a remarkable paradox that it should forge weapons to be used against itself.
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